Public communication of science has become a real duty and a big challenge for scientists. The question of the relevance of basic scientific research is particularly important today, when society is confronted with a number of immediate, urgent problems. There is a trend among the public away from basic science towards the application of science to immediate problems and technological shortcomings.
While physics is international and interdisciplinary, physics communication is not-yet so. Just as we collaborate across all borders in physics experiments and projects, now we must also learn to collaborate in communicating physics across borders, among laboratories and universities, and among the different fields of physics. A new international model of science communication is needed to support international and interdisciplinary research.
A much closer collaboration of scientists and science writers is necessary for an effective popularization of science. Seminars, summer schools, direct participation in research should be the rule for science writers, in order to obtain a free and informal contact of minds between science reporters and scientists on an equal level, instead of an undirected flow of undigested information.
Energy is a good test bench for this new model of science communication: Most of the new energy technologies rely on basic science discoveries. The present energy and environmental challenge is global, and requires global solutions. The issues of energy matters have become prominent also in the popular press.
